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TRAP-DiWI CE PATDNT 
MADE FREE TO PUB&I C 

New Invention Safeguards Small 
Creatures and Increases 

Trappers’ Efficiency 
w--T 

A patent on a trap attachment to safeguard small 

mammals and birds and to m&e trapping more efficient has been granted to Albert bL 

Day, of the Bureau of Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture. 

1 The patent, No, 194&96, Serial No. 590865, dated December 19, 1933( is dedicated 

by Mr. Day to the free use of the public. 

The new device, known as the-Biological Survey pan spring, is already on 

the market, and the Bureau is using many of the springs in its cooperative work to 

oontrol wolves, coyotes, and other animals that kill livestock and gome. The 

Biological Survey pan spring is a small, detachable, thin steel spring to be in- 

serted between the pan and the base’ of a standard steel trap, It has a slot 

abovrzl 1s inches long .and five;eighths inch wide that fits snugly under the edges 

of the pan post of the trap. When the spring is pulled out as far as possible the 

tension is such that a weight of about 5 pounds will release a set trap. When it 

is pushed back to the apex of the slot the tripping weight is decreased to approxil- 

mately 2 pounds. 

As the weiat an animal puts on one foot in walking is about one-third of 

its body weight, a trap equipped with one of the new springs can easily be adjus$ed 
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to  p r e v e n t th e  c a p tu r e  o f a n y  o f th e  l ighter  ? n i m r .ls c o m m o n  in  a  g i ven  locality. 

T h e  u s e  o f th e  a t trchmcnt a lso  he lps  t rappers ,  w h o  lost tim e  r n d  e ffo r t w h e n  

a  tro,p i n  a  careful ly  se lec ted locat ion is s p r u n g  by  n  rabb i t, p o r c u p i n e , fox, o r  

o th e r  smal l  a n d  c o m p n r p .tively inof fensive creature .  T h e s e  u n s o u g h t victim s  w a r n  

th e  p r e d a tors  a w a y  f rom th e  t raps set fo r  th e m , a n d  th u s  a  strategic t rap  si.te  

o fte n  b e c o m e s  pract ical ly w o r th less fo r  a  l o n g  tim e . 

V h e  u s e  o f t raps p r o v i d e d  with th e  n e w  spr ing,  1 ’ says S tan ley  P . Y o u n g , in  

c h a r g e  o f p r e d a to ry -an ima l  a n d  r o d e n t c o n trol in  th e  B u r e a u  o f B io log ica l  Survey ,  

“wil l  n o t on ly  sa fegua rd  va luab le  fo r m s  o f wi ld  life  b u t wil l  a lso  e ffect a t least  

a  2 0  p e r c e n t r e d u c tio n  in  th e  tim e  a n d  l abo r  o f F e d e r a l  h u n ters  o n  th e  trail  o f 

stock -and  game-k i l l i ng  p r e d a tors. s 
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